
 
 

2020-2021 ski season’s preliminary results unveiled 
  

Quebec’s ski areas 2020-2021 season, feels like a miracle  
 
 

Terrebonne, June 4, 2021 – Quebec ski areas will get out of the pandemic crisis with a big sigh of relief, 
confirming that outdoor sports have become the favorite past time in the province. The preliminary results 
of the Quebec Ski Areas Association’s Economic and Financial Study confirms that the pandemic forced ski 
area operators to adapt activities to sanitary measures, and therefore evolve their business model. Even 
though the situation was really disconcerting, ski areas have been able to respond to COVID safety 
requirements, meeting their clients’ highest expectations, who, in return, opted for outdoor activities this 
winter in great number. 

Preliminary results of the 2020-2021 Ski Areas’ Economic and Financial Study unveiled  

The last season results were presented to the industry on June 3 by Michel Archambault, co-author of the 
study and professor emeritus at ESG UQAM business school. He unveiled that the province recorded a 
total of 6,1 million skier-day for the season that ended last month at Sommet Saint-Sauveur. The 10 year 
average for the industry sits at 5,9 million visits. The study shows that the traffic which would normally be 
taking place on the weekends moved in great part to week days with an increase of 3 %. Total visits were 
generated in the most part by season pass holders which represented over 61. % of total visits, up by 30% 
from the previous season. 

The total number of visits is considered by industry expert to be above expectations considering the 
restrictions that were imposed by public health authorities. However, the lack of day tickets translates into 
less favorable financial results for the industry.  Small ski areas have suffered significantly last season with 
membership revenues decreasing by 9 % and day ticket income falling by a shocking 23 %. Ski schools have 
also been impacted by the various closures and constraints recording a 62,3 % decrease in revenues.  

“The fact that skiing was allowed all season long in the province of Quebec by the Government and that 
sanitary measures were embraced equally by ski areas staff and visitors made all the difference for us. 
Combined with governmental help, especially the Canada Emergency Wage Subsidy (CEWS), it saved our 
season. When we compare ourselves to other tourism and leisure industries, it feels like Quebec ski areas 
experienced a miracle during the COVID-19 crisis” declared with relief Yves Juneau, the Quebec Ski Areas 
Association CEO. 

Ski areas and their leaders rewarded  

The ski season, which ended up last May, 2nd, has been exceptional at all levels, but the agility and 
resilience of the ski areas had to be rewarded. Yesterday, during the Quebec ski industry award ceremony, 
many were recognized for their achievements : 

• Young manager of the year award, less than 100,000 skier-visits: Annie Joncas, Mont Castor, 
Gaspésie 

• Young manager of the year award, over 100,000 skier-visits: Erin Boucher, Camp Fortune, 
Outaouais 

• Envrionment and sustainable development award: Station Mont-Tremblant, Laurentians 
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• Community outreach award: Destination Owl’s Head, Eastern Townships 

• COVID-19 Safety award, less than 100,000 skier-days: Ski Garceau, Lanaudière 

• COVID-19 Safety award, over 100,000 skier-days: Ski Saint-Bruno, Montérégie 

• Public choice COVID-19 Safety award, 100 000 skier-days: Ski Garceau, Lanaudière 

• Public choice COVID-19 Safety award, over 100,000 skier-days : Ski Bromont, Eastern Townships 

The Réal-Boulanger career achievement award, the highest distinction in the Quebec ski industry, was 
handed to Michèle Beauchemin, for her outstanding career.  Her determination and her creative ideas led 
her to become vice-president, organizational development at Les Sommets. She has also been involved 
with many ski and tourism organization during her career namely the CQRHT, the Créneau d’Excellence 
Accord des Laurentides not to mention ASSQ’s Insurance Program and various committees. 
 
About the Quebec Ski Areas Association and the industry  
Founded in 1979, the ASSQ is a non-profit organization grouping all ski resorts in Quebec. Its mission is to 
promote and defend the interests of the resorts, foster the development of the next generation and 
support the industry in order to offer skiers and snowboarders memorable mountain experiences. Alpine 
skiing and snowboarding are practiced by approximately 1.4 million Quebecers. 

 
- 30 -	

		
Source : 
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Digital communications coordinator 
Association des stations de ski du Québec (ASSQ)  
media@assq.qc.ca  
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