
 
 

The ASSQ is asking the government to suspend the winter penalty imposed on 
electricity rates after a very difficult Christmas for ski resorts. 

 
 
Terrebonne, December 27, 2020 - The Quebec Ski Area Association (ASSQ) is urging the 
Government of Québec and the state-owned corporation Hydro-Québec to ease the burden on 
its members in the context of the severe rainstorm that hit the province during Christmas, dealing 
a heavy blow to resorts. Owners, who have also invested heavily in health measures this year, 
have seen all their efforts since last October to get the season on track virtually wiped out. Some 
regions broke precipitation records receiving over 150 millimetres of rain, forcing the temporary 
closure of ski resorts and for some, a prolonged closure indefinitely.  
 
“The joy of being able to welcome skiers and snowboarders to their resort this winter, despite 
the pandemic, has given way to despair among ski resort owners who have never experienced 
such a major rainstorm as the one on December 24th and 25th,” said Yves Juneau, President and 
CEO of  The Quebec Ski Area Association (ASSQ). “Many ski resorts are equipped with powerful 
snowmaking systems; however they require negative temperatures to operate their snow 
cannons properly. We now need to get those cannons up and running again to provide snow-
covered playgrounds for Quebecers who, more than ever, are thirsty for winter sports," 
continued Mr. Juneau.  
 
In this exceptional context, the ski resorts are putting snow cannons back into operation in order 
to relaunch the ski season and make up for lost ground. “For Mont Sutton, the situation we just 
experienced at Christmas is the equivalent of an entire crop loss for a farmer,” explained Jean-
Michel Ryan, owner of Mont Sutton and Chairman of the ASSQ. “To make matters worse, we are 
going to have to resume mechanical snowmaking with substantial increases in electricity rates 
over the coming days due to the conditions imposed by Hydro-Québec. It is completely 
unacceptable and impossible for us to consider these additional costs in the current context.” 
 
Up to $ 300,000 more 
“Québec’s electricity pricing system has become more cumbersome and has moved away from 
the reality of certain industries,” said Yves Juneau. “Ski resorts, for example, are heavily penalized 
simply for using electricity on a seasonal rather than regular basis, to the point of having to pay 
up to twice the average rate.” 
 
"The revival of snowmaking, which is expected to continue in January and even until next 
February, will trigger the winter penalty charged by Hydro-Québec to ski resorts, representing 
75% of the maximum power demand in totality during the winter period for Rate G-9, an 
additional amount of $150,000 to $300,000 for a major ski resort. That is an expenditure 
impossible to add to current costs in a context of crisis," he points out. 
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"It is imperative that Hydro-Québec and the Minister of Energy and Natural Resources, Mr. 
Jonathan Julien, understand once and for all the precariousness of our industry and the inequities 
of the electricity pricing regime for ski resorts. Our request is simple and repeated: ski resorts are 
asking to suspend the burden of the winter penalty associated with the minimum power charge 
of HQ's pricing system for this season," insists Mr. Juneau. 
 
About the Quebec Ski Area Association and the Industry  
Founded in 1979, the ASSQ is a non-profit organization grouping together Quebec’s ski areas. Its mission 
is to promote and defend the interests of the ski areas, to foster the development of the next generation, 
and to support the industry to offer skiers and snowboarders memorable experiences. 
 
 

- 30 - 
 

Source : 
 
Camille Chapdelaine 
Digital Communications Coordinator 
Quebec Ski Area Association (ASSQ)  
media@assq.qc.ca  
450 765-2020 
www.mysnow.ski 

 

 


